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IIT-JEE reform: Prof submits another plan  
Akshaya Mukul | TNN  
 
New Delhi: With consensus yet to emerge on the IIT-JEE reform proposed by a committee headed by IIT 
Kharagpur director Damodar Acharya, Rajiv Kumar, professor of computer science at IIT-Kharagpur, has 
submitted another proposal.  
   Unlike the Acharya committee, Kumar has not suggested 70% marks in class XII as the eligibility condition to 
appear for IIT-JEE. Again unlike Acharya’s recommendation, Kumar has suggested a single examination — 
replacing IIT-JEE, AIEEE and all other states’ JEEs — by which a student, after securing a UID card, can have 
both all-India as well as state rank.  
   A single (all-India level and state level each) merit list should be prepared by which one can seek admission in 
one of the engineering colleges, including IITs, IISERs, NITs, IIITs, states and others. Kumar has also said that 
instead of a one-time examination, there should be three sittings of the same examination conducted thrice over 
a fortnight or a month. An aggregated score over three sittings of the examination should be considered for the 
final ranking. The single test, Kumar has proposed, should be conducted with four subjects of PCMA (physics, 
chemistry, mathematics and aptitude) with equal weightage for all the four.  
   As is the practice, Kumar has said there should be addon tests for additional skills needed, for example, for 
architecture, town planning, design etc. There should not be any additional test to test PCMA/PCMB, which is 
already tested by the single test.  
 

July 21 

Cops secure DU campus for Day 1  
TIMES NEWS NETWORK  
 
New Delhi: With the new academic session starting from today, Delhi University’s recently started anti-stalking 
helpline will have a dedicated staff on North Campus. Delhi Police have made elaborate arrangements, including 
setting up police pickets, stationing women police personnel on duty, and deploying patrol vehicles on campus to 
check the menace of raging.  
   The measures were decided at a meeting of the DU Proctorial Board and Delhi Police. Police pickets have been 
put up on University Road, Chhatra Marg and GTB Road in North Campus while intensive patrolling on foot and 
motorcycles will be carried out in the University area, said DCP (north) Sagar Preet Hooda.  
   Around 50 women police personnel, in uniform and in plain clothes, have been deployed at various locations 
and special checks inside buses headed to the university will also be carried out. Elaborate anti-eve teasing 
arrangements have also been made on and around campus and four patrol motorcycles have been deployed on 
the main campus. Police have also formed five anti-eve teasing squads, made up of two male and two female 
personnel in each team.  
   ‘‘An anti-stalking cell has already been set up in North Delhi police district,” added Hooda.  
   Four PCR vans have been deployed for intensive patrolling on campus, the officer added. Other measures taken 
by the police and university include the setting up of two joint control rooms, one each on North and South 
Campus, where students can report incidents of ragging and eveteasing, stationing disciplinary squads at all 
colleges, providing sealed complaint boxes, and keeping extra vigil at eating joints.  
   College hostels have been  
requested to restrict the entry of outsiders and to prominently display rules regarding the ban on ragging.  
   On Monday, DU said that unannounced inspections will also be carried out at hostels to check if unauthorised 
guests are staying over. Also, to prevent bad elements from defacing walls, SHOs have been authorised to take 
action, and DU’s FM channel is airing talks about anti-ragging steps taken on campus.  
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Indian students put the wow back into science 
Students of the IITs, and also degree colleges across the country, are taking advantage of a TIFR 
programme to foster careers in research 
Mihika Basu. Mumbai 

Raghu Mahajan was ranked first in IIT-JEE 2006. Like most top rankers, he chose 
computers, at IIT-Delhi. But midway, he switched over to pure science. 
“The association (with the National Initiative on Undergraduate Science, or NIUS) gave 
me the courage to make a switch from a safe career in computer science to an unsafe 
career in physics,” he wrote to the Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education (HBCSE), 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR). The NIUS is an HBCSE initiative, an 
“extended nurture” programme lasting two years. As it turned out, Mahajans “association” 
with the NIUS was quite safe: he is at present pursuing a bachelors degree in physics at 
the MIT. 
Not only IIT students, but also undergraduate degree college students are benefiting from 
the NIUS, a programme that responds to the criticism that the Indian education system is 
not designed to breed scientists; that it only leads students towards the lure of the dollar, 
which can be had through an engineering or MBA degree. 

But in two years, because of the NIUS, 40 scientific articles by undergraduate students have been published in 
prestigious journals such as the American Journal of Physics, Physical Review, Europhysics Letters, Physica and 
Physics Letters. 



Page 7 of 7 

 

“We started the NIUS in April 2004. Our aim is to expose students to the best in science and keep their interest 
alive,” said Vijay Singh, national coordinator, NIUS. “We also aim to keep them involved in producing science. 
Our efforts have started showing good results. 
“Many of the students have written back to us saying our camps have rekindled their interest in pure science, 
something their school education perhaps wasnt able to do.” 
The HBCSE started the seventh batch with 69 physics and 25 biology students. 
“I am studying engineering at IIT Bombay, but I also love physics. The NIUS seemed to be the perfect 
opportunity to do something in the subject I like so much,” said Priyanka DeSouza, a batch VI NIUS student. “Im 
applying what I have learnt to engineering too.” 
The NIUS organises three or four camps per batch, each camp lasting two to four weeks. A third of the students 
who enrol for the programme complete it. 
“We get students from colleges across the country. Many doing core engineering courses from the IITs come to 
us to do scientific research. What attracts many is research projects, which are integral to the programme,” Singh 
said. 
Another programme modelled after the NIUS is the Centre for Excellence in Basic Sciences (CBS), a joint 
initiative of the Department of Atomic Energy and Mumbai University. “The IITs and the IIMs have produced 
talented youth who have made a difference nationally and internationally. So, we should ask how come we dont 
have similar institutes for basic sciences in India?” said SM Chitre, chairman, academic board, CBS, and a 
former scientist with the TIFR. “In this respect, more programmes like the NIUS should be encouraged.” 
 
 


